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Christian Family Week, May 6-13 


No Greater Service 


A Christian home is a place that expects of us the best that we have, 
that never indulges our weakness but restores us when we fail. It 
is a community in which we do not compete for honors but in which 
we look together toward goals. In all of these ways a Christian home 
becomes a center of stability in a world of storm. {| Many young 
men and women now in high school and college will go out to lives 
of distinguished public and professional service. But none will render 
any greater service than the young person who goes out to make 
a home that will be a strong fortress and a shining glory for other 


lives, some of them yet unborn. 


—Robsert E. Luccock in Split-Level Homes, from the just-published vol- 
ume, Sermons on Marriage and Family Life, edited by John Charles Wynn. 
Abingdon Press, Nashville & New York. 











Letters to the Editors 





More Open Publicity Urged for U. S. & USA 





Supports Editorial 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

You are 100 per cent right in your criti- 
cism of the very poor arrangements for 
giving publicity to the program of General 
Assembly, both North and South (Ouvrt- 
LOOK editorial, Apr. 16). The church sorely 
needs publicity, and it seems nothing less 
than stupid to discourage it. If it is dis- 
couraged by present rules, the rules should 
be changed. It simply is not true that the 
reports of committees are, or should be, 
secret. 

I know whereof I speak when I say that 
commissioners to General Assembly are 
quite dazed by the amount of material 
heaped upon them at the last minute. The 
work of the Assembly would be far more 
efficient if there were adequate publicizing 
of the program and the material. 

Keep up the good work. Continue your 
fight until this barrier is broken down. 


Washington, D.C. Wiutpsur La Ror, Jr. 


Pastor & Session 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


In Dr. Carson’s presentation on the min- 
ister in the Presbyterian Church (Ovrt- 
Look April 9, page 6, column 3) it is stated 
that “The Session of a church having a 
pastor cannot hold a legal meeting, with- 
out the sanction of said minister (DGS82).” 

This was the definite answer of the As- 
sembly to an overture from the Presbytery 
of Holston in 1919. 

How can this answer be reconciled with 
the statement, just as definite, in the Book 
of Church Order, paragraph 62, “the pastor 
is, by virtue of his office, the Moderator of 
the Session. In his absence, if an emer- 
gency should arise requiring immediate 
action, the Session may elect one of its 
own members to preside”? 

Has the text of paragraph 62 been re- 
vised since the Assembly’s statement in 
1919? If not, which is more binding, the 


text of the Book of Church Order, or the 
Assembly’s interpretive opinion? 

This is, of course, a technicality; but it 
is quite conceivable that on occasion it 
might be very important. 
Pink Hill, N.C. INQUIRER. 

NOTE—Requirements for a quorum of 
a Session specify that there shall be a 
pastor and so many elders. Any action 
taken that depended upon a decision as to 
whether a quorum was present or not 
might be thrown out on appeal. This 
link of the Session to the presbytery is 
frequently overlooked, but it is important. 
If there is ambiguity in any printed regu- 
lations it should be cleared up. It is 
understood in some quarters that a called 
meeting of a Session, in the absence of 
the pastor, should have his consent. 


Outlook Cover, Apr. 23 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

It has been called to my attention that 
there is a typographical error in the report 
on the Council of Christian Relations 
under the section PREVENTION OF DELIN- 
QUENCY: 1. Responsibility of the Church, 
(a) The Church as a Fellowship (1) The 
Prophetic Ministry of the Pastor. The 
fourth sentence should read: 

“In particular the minister should call 
attention to evils which encourage de- 
linquency and should support positive 
efforts to afford youth an opportunity 
for wholesome fellowship and recrea- 
tion.” 


Atlanta, Ga. MALCOLM P. CALHOUN, 


Some RSV Helps 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


We would be pleased to fill orders up 
to quantities of twenty-five each at the re- 
quest of pastors, or lay teachers of adult 
Bible classes, married couples’ classes or 
clubs and older youth groups for two 





You... 9 want the not fifty issucs of 








THE OUTLOOK 


For only $2.50 
saving me 
ONE-HALF 








This offer for 
Name 

Address 

City, Zone 
Church 


[1] l enclose $ 





NEW subscribers only, for limited time 


Also, send me the following books and pamphlets: 

(1) GOLDEN BOOK OF IMMORTALITY, at half price, only... ....... 

(C) HAZEN CLASSICS, boxed, $3.75 value for only. ............ 
C] THE FAMILY SCRAPBOOK, published at $3.95, only 

[) PACKET OF 42 OUTLOOK Pamphlet Reprints, just. . 

() THE SAINT IN THE WINDOW AND THE SAINT IN THE HOUSE, 

by K. J. Foreman, (for Mother’s Day) 


State 


a ee ee eer re ae 
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pamphlets about the Revised Standard 
Version Bible. These are: , 
1. “Scholarship, Education and the 
Bible” by Dr. Luther A. Weigle. 
2. “How Do They Understand the 
Bible?” by Rev. Arthur F. Katt. 
3. “RSV Users on the Increase,” by 
Philip C. Landers. 

Our mailing address is: Committee on 
the Use and Understanding of the Bible, 
Room 1801, 257 Fourth Avenue, New York 
10, N. Y. 

PuIvLip C. LANDERS, 
Director, Committee on the Use and 
Understanding of the Bible. 


PRESBYTERIAN CALENDAR 


And Related Events 








NOTE—USS. refers to the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. (Southern); USA to the 
Presbyterian Church, USA; and NCC to 
the National Council of Churches. 


MAY 

Bible Book-of-the-Month, Hosea (USA). 

Hymn-of-the-Month, Saviour, teach me day 
by day (U.S.). 

Birthday observance, 
Church (U.S.). 

May 6-13, National Family Week: “Christ 
in the Home, Peace in the World” NCC. 

May 13, Festival of the Christian Home 
(NCC); Mother’s Day. 

May 20, Pentecost; Rural Life Sunday, 
(Uv. B.). 

May 20, Christian Unity Sunday (NCC). 

May 20-25, Church Conf. of Social Work, 
Dept. of Social Welfare, NCC, St. Louis, 
Mo. 

May 22, Pre-Assembly Conference on 
Evangelism, Philadelphia (USA). 

May 23, Pre-Assembly Conference on ‘‘The 
Life and Task of the Presbyterian 
Church,” Philadelphia (USA). 

May 24-30, USA General Assembly, Phila- 
delphia. 

May 27, Pensions Sunday (USA); Day of 
prayer for the General Assembly (U.S.). 

May 30, Pre-Assembly Conference on 
Evangelism, Montreat, N. C. (U. S.). 

May 31, U. S. Assembly, Montreat, N. C. 


JUNE 
Bible Book-of-the-Month, 
(USA). 
Hymn-of-the-Month, For the beauty of the 
earth (U.S.). 
June 3, Montreat Sunday (U.S.). 
June 5-8, General Synod, A. R. Presbyte- 
rian church, Flat Rock, N. C. 


Women of the 


Psalms 90-150 


June 6-7, General Board, NCC, Toledo, 
Ohio. 
June 7-12, General Synod, Reformed 


Church in America, Holland, Mich. 

June 10, Children’s Day (USA). 

June 13, General Assembly, United Presby- 
terian Church, Knoxville, Tenn. 

June 25-29, Young Adults Conference, 
Montreat, N.C. (U.S.). 

June 26-July 2, Educational Association, 
Montreat (U.S.). 


Reader's Forum 
Pet Peeves from 
Pulpit and Platform 


South Carolina: “May we pray?” or 
“May we sing?” 

Missouri: “May we pray?” 

Others: “May we pray ?—Permission 
is not really being sought. Let us pray 
is better.” 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. Second-class mail privileges authorized at Richmond, Va. Published weekly on Monday by Outlook 
Publishers, Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia, except first week, January, and fourth week, August. Telephone 2-9492; 


night, 4-5554. 15¢ a copy, $5.00 a year. 


Foreign postage $1 extra. 
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Mackay Hits U. S. Ban 
On Trade with Communists 


Buck Hitt Fatts, Pa. (RNsS)-——A 
United States ban on trade with Com- 
munist countries “cannot be justified on 
Christian principles or those of the great 
humanistic tradition,” a leading Protes- 
tant theologian said here. 

John A. Mackay, president of Prince- 
ton Theological Seminary, expressed this 
view at the annual meeting of the United 
States Conference for the World Council 
of Churches. 

He spoke at a discussion following an 
address by O. Frederick Nolde of Phila- 
delphia, director of the Commission of 
the Churches on International Affairs, 
whose subject was ‘Methods of Dealing 
with the Problem of Freedom for Minor- 
ity Religious Groups.” 

In reference to Communist countries, 
Dr. Nolde said that ‘religious freedom 
is normally greater when the government 
finds itself in what it considers a favor- 
able international situation.” 

“To the extent that we succeed in re- 
solving international issues by measures 
other than war,” he said, ‘‘we contribute 
to religious freedom in Communist coun- 
tries. In this respect our efforts to pro- 
mote peace may have a direct bearing 
upon our objectives of freedom.” 

Dr. Mackay agreed with Dr. Nolde 
that religious freedom thrived in a cli- 
mate of peaceful international negotia- 
tions. But he went on to charge that the 
United States government has made some 
bad decisions on foreign policy. 

The Princeton theologian said the more 
that can be done in the political realm to 
make co-existence real is all to the good 
in the interest of religious freedom. 

He added that “everything should be 
done” to help representatives of religion 
“conserve their faith” through contacts 
with others in all parts of the world. 

In this connection Dr. Mackay praised 
the nine-man deputation of American 
churchmen that’ recently visited Russia 
under the auspices of the National Coun- 
cil of Churches. He also mentioned the 
Visit to this country in June of a group 
of Russian churchmen as guests of the 
National Council. 

The exchange of visits by church lead- 
ers also was commended by Dr. Nolde. 
These trips, he said, “could contribute to 
religious freedom by throwing the spot- 
light on current practice and by building 
a fuller understanding of the kind of 
religious freedom which can combat ef- 


Stand Is Reversed in Japan 


The Japan Mission of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., has reversed its 
former stand on the International Christian University and the National 
Council of Churches and has voted—by a slight majority—in favor of 


participation in both. 


The vote for the JICU was 26-25 and for work in the National Coun- 


cil, 27-23. 
opposition. 


Earlier votes on the issues had been approximately 2-1 in 


- Both those favoring and those opposing these steps have forwarded 
the basis of their actions to the Board of World Missions in Nashville 
where a recommendation will be made in May for transmission to the 
General Assembly. Action on the ICU was stimulated by a request of 
the 1955 General Assembly that the question be re-opened. Participa- 
tion in the National Council had been urged by the Board itself as it had 
inquired of the Mission as to why it was not cooperating in that joint 


program. 


Church Women Ask Big 
Foreign Aid Program 


CoLorADO SPRINGS, CoLo. (RNS)— 
The Board of Managers of United 
Church Women, meeting here, urged Con- 
gress to approve a five-year $7.5 billion 
foreign aid bill. 

The recommendation will be sent to 
President Eisenhower, Secretary of State 
John Foster Dulles and members of Con- 
gressional committees considering foreign 
aid legislation. 

The pending legislation, based on a 
request by President Eisenhower, calls 
for foreign aid to the extent of $4,859,- 
975, 000 for the next fiscal year, starting 
July 1. 

Enactment of a minimum five-year 
program was demanded by the church- 
women on the grounds that: 





1. “We still need a long-range construc- 
tive foreign policy.” 

2. “Such aid is good business and a dem- 
onstration of U.S. concern with underde- 
veloped nations.” 

3. “A good place to begin work is 
through a strong foreign economic aid 
program.” 


The women recommended that Con- 
gress “enact a foreign aid bill providing 
$1.5 billion in yearly loans and grants 
for underdeveloped areas for a minimum 
period of five years to be given through 
the U.S. and the United Nations Tech- 





fectively the threat of Asiastic material- 
ism.” 

“In international circles the concept of 
religious freedom as an inalienable right 
must be upheld,” he declared, “and the 
inclusive manifestation of that freedom, 
affecting present-day society as well as 
cternal destiny, must be defended.” 


nical Assistance Program. 

The resolution was adopted by 140 
board members from 43 states. 

The UCW is affiliated with the Na- 
tional Council of Churches. 


USA Regional Synod 
Plan to Be Held Up 


A plan calling for some form of re- 
gional synods within the Presbyterian 
Church, USA, will be held up this year 
in view of the consideration of union of 
the church with the United Presbyterians. 

If the union is voted by both churches 
it is recognized that additional problems 
of adjustment will be introduced that 
would affect any realignment of boun- 
daries. 

For some years the USA Church has 
looked toward some plan of regional 
synods wherein more inclusive and work- 
able units could be organized. This was 
delayed until after the unfavorable deci- 
sion on the three-way union with the U. S. 
and United churches last year. Then a 
committee was set to work on the task 
anew. It was to present its report to the 
Philadelphia Assembly but this is now 
to be deferred upon recommendation of 
the Commission on Church Union. 


Five Presbyterian, U. S., 
Seniors Win Other Awards 


Five National Merit (or similar) 
Scholarships have been awarded to as 
many Presbyterian, U. S., high school 
seniors who were among the top 30 con- 
testants in the annual scholarship contest 
(OvTLOoK, Apr. 9). 

One of the top winners in the Southern 
Church’s contest also won one of the 
major national awards—Martha Gillreth 








Thomas, Asheville, N. C., now also a 
Sears Foundation Merit Scholar. 

Others on the Presbyterian list who 
have won one of these larger awards 
among 525 chosen from among 60,000 
from 10,000 high schools: 

Susan Barbour Downey, 
Miss. 

Marilyn Hackett, Spencer, N .C. 

William Martin Boyce, Tallahassee, 
Fla. 

Susan Logan Edwards, Richmond, Ky. 

All of these will be National Merit 
Scholars. 

Under this program students will re- 
ceive whatever they need in order to com- 
plete four years of college, depending 
upon their own financial resources, and 
the college they choose will receive as 
much as $750 per year. 

This program, now in its first year, 
was begun by the Ford Foundation, en- 
listing other corporations in the venture. 
The Ford Foundation matches the 
amount put up by each participating cor- 
poration. 


Jackson, 


Little Urge to Unity 
Is Seen Among Britons 


LIVERPOOL, ENG. (RNS)—F. P. Cop- 
land Simmons, retiring moderator of the 
Free Church Federal Council, said here 
he had found little urge towards unity 
among the rank and file of church mem- 
bers during his year of office. 

Addressing the council’s diamond jubi- 
lee meeting, he stressed that “however 
much leaders of churches may get to- 
gether and discuss their differences and 





EUROPEAN TRIP—S. J. Patterson (left) and 
Clinton Harris are shown leaving New York's 
International Airport en route to Europe for 
a series of meetings in France and Germany. 
The meetings were sponsored by the ‘’Protes- 
tant Men of the Chapel Movement” in the 
U. S. Army in Europe, which Lt. Col. Powell 


A. Fraser has stimulated. Dr. Patterson is 
secretary of Presbyterian, U. S., Men’s Work 
and Harris is church relations director for 
the Board of Christian Education.—RNS 
Photo. 


4 


their points in common, true and lasting 
church union will not come until the 
rank and file is ready and desirous to 
have it.” 

Mr. Simmons, a Presbyterian, called 
his remarks about unity ‘‘a sad confes- 
sion.” But, he said, “it is just as well 
to realize it and face up to its implica- 
tions.” 

“Union will come only after many 


more years of negotiations and many set- 
backs and disappointments,” he con- 
tinued. “Anyone who imagines that the 
rank and file is on the point of taking 
episcopacy into its system, or the normal 
English parish church vicar is on the 
point of opening the Lord’s table to all 
believers is living in a fool’s paradise and 
is out of touch with the reality of the 
situation.” 





Why are Outlook readers being 
told this miserable story ? ? 


EST it not be clear why so much 

space is devoted to the current 
troubles in the Bible Presbyterian 
Church, some explanation may be in 
order. 

Because the Bible and Orthodox Pres- 
byterian Churches came out of the USA 
Church, first as one body, then dividing 
a year later, they have always been hyper- 
critical of the parent body. The Chris- 
tian Beacon and The Guardian, their 
papers, have been like watchdogs over 
any supposed mis-steps and have trum- 
peted their findings to their constituents. 

More than this, BP pressures, par- 
ticularly, have been constantly directed at 
USA and U. S. ministers, calling them 
to attempt to draw their congregations 
out of “apostate” bodies and to join 
them. A few ministers have left the 
U. S. church and some the USA under 
such circumstances and there have been 
some judicial cases where efforts were 
made to take church property into the 
BP denomination. 

Some ministers from the BP and Or- 
thodox bodies have looked with longing 
eyes toward the U. S. and USA churches 
and some presbyteries have become a sort 
of haven for these men. In other pres- 
byteries the warning flag was erected and 
notice was given that schismatics and 
men of harsh and critical attitudes, un- 
willing to cooperate in the denomina- 
tional program, were not wanted. Largely 
because of approaches of these men it 
has become routine in many presbyteries 
to require ministers of questionable back- 
ground to declare their unreserved readi- 
ness to support the church’s program. 

Some USA men judged by the Beacon 
to be sound in the faith (like Clarence 
Macartney, Donald G. Barnhouse and 
others) have been summoned to come out 
of an “apostate” church and join a 
“sound” church like the Bible Presbyte- 
rian. Because they paid no attention, 
some of these men have been subjected to 
unscrupulous attacks. 


Some Unseen Ties 

The Christian Beacon has also had 
some unseen ties within these churches, 
chiefly in the U. S., where reactionary 
groups, unhappy with the church’s poli- 
cies, found a soundingboard for their dis- 


pleasure. That paper has been circulated 
through the mails on a second-class mail- 
ing permit, obviously by thousands of 
copies, but it would be difficult to find a 
minister or an elder who has paid any 
kind of subscription himself. (Mailings 
under second-class rates are forbidden 
unless an actual subscription has been 
paid either by the individual or as a 
gift of someone else.) 

Many an attack upon the boards or 
agencies of the churches and upon the 
National and World Councils has been 
planted through the Beacon. 

Other old-line churches have been at- 
tacked in the same way in efforts to draw 
BP, American or International Council 
support or to cause dissension within 
these established bodies. 

Other church publications have con- 
sidered The Beacon to be almost con- 
stantly in violation of accepted ethical 
standards. It has not hesitated to pirate 
copyrighted materials of any sort. It 
photographically reproduces all kinds of 
articles without permission. And it some- 
times reproduces them in a distorted 
form. For instance, it printed one Out- 
LOOK page some years ago and told its 
readers the page had appeared in that 
form in these columns when the Beacon 
had actually stripped onto the page com- 
pletely different wording, changing the 
meaning entirely. 


Fought Presbyterian Union 

Especially did the Beacon busy itself 
during the discussion of Presbyterian 
union, actually printing some of the sep- 
arate materials which were circulated in 
opposition to union. Many of the objec- 
tions to union which were heard from 
U. S. members came first from the 
Beacon. 

Finally, just before the vote on union 
was decided, Bible Presbyterian leaders 
(Thomas Cross of National Missions) 
provided a letter that was circulated by 
friendly helpers throughout the U. S. 
church, calling for the opponents of union 
to take the initiative and to attempt to 
purge the Southern church with a series 
of heresy trials (OvTLOoK, Jan. 31, 
1955), looking eventually to a complete 
change in membership of institutional 
and agency boards. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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@ A story of a schismatic Presbyterian group 


that has come upon days of turmoil and trouble 


“They That Sow the Wind 


URING the past 20 years there has 

been no more tireless foe of Chris- 
tian cooperation, as represented by the 
efforts of the major church bodies of this 
country and the world, than the separa- 
ist, Fundamentalist group led by a de- 
posed Presbyterian, USA, minister named 
Carl McIntire. 

Always, with a keen sense of publicity 
values, McIntire has oversold the move- 
ment from the beginning until in the 
spring of 1956 his own church decided it 
had had enough of his leadership and 
pulled out of the inter-church organiza- 
tions which he dominated. 


In severing this tie, the Bible Presby- 
terians made it clear that they had not 
forsaken their doctrines nor their in- 
sistence on “separation” from churches 
or churchmen that do not hold to the 
purified faith which they claim. They 
indicated merely that they had their fill 
of the “undemocratic leadership” and 
the “exaggerated claims” which marked 
the McIntire regime. When their re- 
peated protests and their efforts from 
within the movement failed, they left 
McIntire in the whirlwind which he 
himself had helped to start a long time 
before. 


Nuisance Strategy 


This separatist movement has exercised 
a sort of nuisance strategy, trying to edge 
into the spotlight playing upon the great, 
worldwide “ecumenical reformation” of 
these times. It has scheduled its meet- 
ings just before the World Council of 
Churches in the same center or nearby 
and has confused newsmen with its high- 
sounding releases from some “Interna- 
tional Council of Churches.” In this 
country it has called press conferences 
to snip and snap at declarations of the 
National (Federal) Council of Churches 
or to seek to besmirch some of the hon- 
ored Christian leaders of that movement 
by charging them with Communist sym- 
pathies or unsound doctrines. It has 
operated as the “American Council of 
Christian Churches” and it has tried to 
appeal to theological and economic forces 
that include conservative and reactionary 
elements.* It has tried to get into con- 
gressional hearings by offering its own 
self-calculating charges against Christian 
leaders and trying to provide inside in- 


*McIntire proudly tells of his recent ef- 
forts to embarrass World Council of 
Churches leaders in Australia and says: 
“In this country, Fulton Lewis, Jr., re- 
ferred to the journey and mentioned Dr. 
McIntire and the International Council by 
name on his coast-to-coast broadcast.” 


MAY 7, 1956 


“For they sow the wind, and they 
shall reap the whirlwind.’’— 
Hosea 8:7. 


formation to tear them down. 

Therefore, when the Bible Presbyterian 
Church, which McIntire has influenced as 
much as anybody, took itself out of the 
movement, over the pleading of its one- 
time dictator, observers felt that a water- 
shed was to be marked. 


A Gathering Storm 


Last fall, in the gathering storm, one 
supporter of McIntire tried to threaten 
Hayes T. Henry, who was supported by 
the synod-controlled National Missions 
Committee of which McIntire disap- 
proved. Henry was urged by a supporter 
to leave the committee but he refused. As 
he did so, recognizing that this man’s 
future support would be stopped, he re- 
viewed the record of the movement 
through the years—the formation and 
work of the American and International 
Councils. Then he said: 


“Ours, the Bible Presbyterian Synod, 
until now has led the movement. It has 
been able to do so because of its moral 
and intellectual and spiritual strength. It 
has been the labor of the whole church as 
together we have prayed, given our time 
and money and efforts, and as Carl Mc- 
Intire has led with others too. But now 
this leadership has turned against its sup- 
port and is weakening the church with dis- 
cord and confusion. . . . It seems to me 
finally that our Synod has matured suffi- 
ciently to think for itself and to reject 
the opinions of some of our brethren, even 
of such leadership and stature as Carl 
McIntire, when these opinions were not 
to the best interest of Synod.” 


McIntire admits that the Bible Presby- 
terians are the key to the ACC and ICCC. 
He describes it like this: 


“The Bible Presbyterian Church, in the 
history of the separatist movement, has 
provided leadership for that movement 
on the world level and also on the national 
level. The president of the Associated 
Missions of the ICCC, representing 21 dif- 
ferent missionary agencies, is Dr. J. Gor- 
don Holdcroft, also president of the In- 
dependent Board for Presbyterian For- 
eign Missions. And the president of the 
International Council of Christian 
Churches, now representing 57 Bible-be- 
lieving denominations, is Dr. Carl McIn- 
tire, pastor of the Bible Presbyterian 
Church of Collingswood. Dr. McIntire 
is in his position by virtue of being an 
official delegate of the Bible Presbyterian 
Church to the ICCC and having been 
elected by the ICCC to serve as its coun- 
cil president.” 


The pivotal question, apart from Mc- 
Intire’s domination, had to do with the 
church’s_ institutions and agencies— 


whether they should be controlled by and 
responsible to the church itself (the 
synod) or operated by independent 
boards. McIntire wanted no part of the 
closer relation to the synod. He was the 
kingpin of the crucial independent agen- 
cies—chairman of the board of trustees 
of Faith Seminary, a member of the In- 
dependent Board for Foreign Missions, 
the trustees of Shelton College, Highland 
College, the American Council, and in 
absolute control of The Christian Beacon. 
So he wanted no change in the established 
pattern and he has waged a running 
battle during the year to show that inde- 
pendent agencies are the God-appointed 
method of doing the church’s work. As 
for church-controlled agencies, he claims, 
“The Bible nowhere commands such 
agencies, nor does it give evidence of the 
existence of similar procedures in apos- 
tolic times.”” However, he does not show 
just how independent agencies can claim 
Biblical or apostolic authority. 

The precipitant for the recent breach 
came in the summer of 1955 at the St. 
Louis Synod where efforts were made to 
relate the national missions program more 
closely to the life and program of the 
church and to gain a greater support for 
it. At the same time the synod called for 
an official magazine which McIntire saw 
as an evil omen, and it gave a greater 
emphasis to its Christian education com- 
mittee. This McIntire saw as a step 
toward the kind of agencies existing in 
the Presbyterian Church, USA, which 
20 years ago deposed him from the min- 
istry. There was also a motion actually 
to leave the American Council of 
Churches but this lost. 

Given credit (or blame) for leading in 
this revolt is Robert G. Rayburn, Synod 
Moderator in 1953 who, until he was 
put out, was president of Highland Col- 
lege serving the BP church. McIntire 
credits Rayburn with ‘‘the first public 
attack.” This came “when he questioned 
the integrity of the members of the ex- 
ecutive committee of the American Coun- 
cil of Churches,” charging them with 
“deliberate deception” in their numerical 
claims as to the membership of the ACC. 
Much of the unhappiness in the BP con- 
stituency appears to have been occasioned 
by what the 1956 Synod called “exag- 
gerated claims” of this character. 


Rayburn and Buswell 


Rayburn was once a Presbyterian, USA, 
pastor in Gainesville, Texas, where he 
led a schismatic movement toward the 
BP church. He continues to demonstrate 
his basic allegiance to the BP church, 
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though he differs with McIntire at a cru- 
cial point. When he was put out as presi- 
dent at Highland, he was asked in what 
respect he differed from Carl McIntire 
in the doctrine of separation. He replied: 

“I do not believe that I differ from Carl 
McIntire at all in the doctrine of separa- 
tion, but I do not accept the doctrine of 
separation as defined by Carl McIntire; 
I accept the doctrine of separation as de- 
fined by the Word of God.” 

Along with him in the recent move- 
ment, and with wide influence, is J. 
Oliver Buswell, Jr., former president of 
Wheaton College and more recently, until 
also ejected, president of another institu- 
tion serving the BP church—Shelton Col- 
lege. Buswell was Moderator of the 1955 
Synod and served the faction that broke 
away from MclIntire’s own congregation 
in Collingswood, N. J., recently. 

Numbers of others have defied the Mc- 
Intire policies—like a former Presby- 
terian, U. S., minister, Flournoy Shepper- 
son of Greenville, S. C., who, with his 
Session, saw in the efforts against Mc- 
Intire a needed courage “to face these 
issues which have threatened for a long 
period of time the peace, harmony and 
progress of the Bible Presyterian Move- 
ment. ... This Session views with alarm 
the manifestation of over-lordship in re- 
gard to the work of the Synod by a few 
who would rule or ruin our Bible Pres- 
byterian Movement.” 

Shepperson, along with Rayburn, was 
thereafter purged from membership on 
the Independent Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions, and replaced with McIntire sup- 
porters. 

From among the Faith Seminary trust- 
tees went L. G. Gebb, former Presby- 
terian, U. S., and Hayes T. Henry to be 
replaced by sympathetic men. However, 
this maneuver was followed by the resig- 
nation of E. Archer Dillard, Boone, N.C., 
and P. W. Edwards, St. Louis, in protest. 


New Set of Papers 

All these activities have been carefully 
reported in a set of completely outside 
publications, keeping the storm out of 
thie columns of The Beacon. McIntire 
led off with his own personal paper called 
The Free Press. In reply came The Bible 
Press and later the Bible Presbyterian 
Observer, published by the First BP 
church of St. Louis. 

In column after column McIntire and 


principally Allan A. MacRae of Faith. 


Seminary have tried to defend the ac- 
tions. But the handwriting was being 
written for all to read and even McIntire 
appeared to recognize the fact. 

In the spring before the synod was to 
meet, he felt that his opponents had taken 
unfair advantage of him. When the 1955 
synod adjourned, the power to set time 
and place for the 1956 meeting was left 
in the hands of the Moderator—Buswell. 
What this might portend was not recog- 
nized at the time—until an earlier date 
(in April) was set in St. Louis, where 
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the fatal blow had been struck the year 
before. McIntire made appeal after ap- 
peal showing why it would not be right 
to meet as scheduled. In fact, he cir- 
culated a petition to stop the meeting and 
he insisted that such a contingency had 
never been anticipated. He wanted the 
meeting held in nearby Harvey Cedars, 
the conference center, and much closer 
to his Collingswood congregation which 
boasts a membership (1,600) larger than 
four BP presbyteries combined. In fact, 
in N. J. Presbytery, besides the Collings- 
wood church, there are only 614 members 
in ten other churches. 

When he saw that he would not be able 
to prevail, he asked: 

“Why has all this attack come upon me? 
It looks now as though we are headed 
straight for a great disaster. . . . When 
God gives to a man a position of respon- 
sibility in a movement, does that make 
him a pope or a dictator? Does that mean 
that he likes publicity for himself or that 
he cannot receive criticism? God forbid 
such a thought. ...I have never in my 
life endured such personal abuse. To be 
called a liar, ‘yellow,’ a ‘coward’ and other 
things by the brethren whom you love 
and to have stories of this nature circu- 
lated about you, and then to have them 
come into the hands of the enemies to be 
used against you is hard to endure. I 
know how to be abased and I know how 
to abound, and I can say with Paul that 
I have counted all things loss. An ef- 
fort has been made to make it appear 
that we are grasping for power and that 
there is a power sweep. Nothing like it 
has happened, I assure you, beloved... . 

“We are human; we are frail; we make 
mistakes. We have made them, and we 
have always been ready to correct and 
apologize in a spirit of meekness before 
the Lord.... 

“T want to see our church preserved 
and be strong and free and go on with 
the tremendous challenge before us. The 


BP & Orthodox 
Statistics ... 


Among the most carefully guarded 
secrets of recent years has been the nu- 
merical strength of Bible and Orthodox 
Presbyterian bodies. No official has been 
willing to release these for use in the rcu- 
tine tabulations of denominational bodies. 
However, in the current difficulties in the 
BP church, some of these figures have 
come to light—ostensibly to prove that 
the BP church is in a healthier condition 
than the Orthodox church. 

The Orthodox church is shown to have 
had 106 ministers in 1936 and only 115 
today, including 35 of the original 
(1936) number. It reported 17 mission- 
aries in 1955, supported by a budget of 
$62,630. Total number of churches: 72, 
with 5,079 members. Of this number, 
55 have less than 100 members. 

Bible Presbyterians boast 8,428 mem- 
bers after 19 years. They report 198 
ministers and 86 churches. They have 
86 missionaries and a missions budget of 
$325,290. 


doors are open everywhere. There is more 
unrest in the apostate denominations than 
there has ever been any time in the his. 
tory of the movement... .” 


Softening Approach 


In his final plea to the Moderator he 
tried to soften up an explanation of his 
petition to stop the synod meeting. He 
wanted it understood that this was merely 
an effort to: ; 


“ 


... cause you, as Moderator, in all pro- 
priety and fairness to seek a time when 
in the interests of both sides to the con- 
flict in the church we could amicably sit 
down together in a lawful synod and face 
the problems confronting us, in the spirit 
of our Lord.” 

He had come to make the plea, not of 
the over-riding majority, but of his mi- 
nority. He was concerned for issues that 
are “at stake that may divide and destroy 
the unity of the church and have far- 
reaching consequences in the lives of all 
of our brethren and in the welfare of all 
of our churches.” 

But Buswell stuck to his program. He 
said that if McIntire persisted in seek- 
ing to dissuade members from attending 
the Synod, “I fear that the Synod will 
be compelled to find him in contempt.” 
Too many men remembered too much that 
had happened in the past. They knew 
what followed the 1955 synod meeting 
when McIntire called his group of sup- 
porters together and formed a “Commit- 
tee for True Presbyterianism” which was 
designed to thwart the action which the 
synod had just taken. 


“Fleas on a Dog's Tail” 


They remembered a lot more. Some 
of the younger men never had gotten over 
what they interpreted as a cutting slur 
of McIntire in a letter in which young 
pastors who had criticised him were ac- 
cused of acting from motives of jealousy, 
frustration and envy. But, more than 
anything else, they resented a blast made 
by James E. Bennet, MclIntire’s right- 
hand man who was his counsel when he 
was put out of the USA church in 1936. 
As they read the statement, they were 
sure that they were being called “fleas 
on a dog’s tail”: 

“These pastors in this second group are 
big toads in small puddles. What they 
should do is to try to make the puddle 
bigger and forget themselves, forget 
church politics—but it is easier to be 
super-critical of the bigger more success- 
ful men, who work ten hours a day, in 
order to accomplish the purposes which 
the Lord has set out for them. It is al- 
ways dangerous for the tail to try to wag 
the dog—and the situation is worse when 
the flea on the hair of the tail of the dog 
tries to assume a position of importance.” 


McIntire cried out that Bennet was 
being smeared, the victim of a trick in 
interpretation, but the younger ministers 
simply gave McIntire credit for the same 
sentiment. 

Buswell was strong in defense of these 
vounger men. After all, he said, it was 
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far harder and more perilous for them 
and for their wives to enter the BP min- 
istry than for the older, more established 
men. These men, he said, have renounced 
all possibility of stepping into a com- 
fortable pastorate in a well established 
church. ‘When an older man in a pub- 
lic ‘rally’ calls sincere young men ‘mos- 
quitoes” the effect is miserably disinte- 
grative.”” 

Some Presbyterian Principles 

They remembered also some Presby- 
terian principles and they insisted that 
the fact that they formed an independent 
board for their foreign missionary work 
was not to be taken as indicative that the 
only possible way of working was through 
independent agencies. Buswell put it 
this way: 

“The basic issue in the present discord 
is between the Scriptural, democratic 
processes of Presbyterian church govern- 
ment on the one hand, and on the other 
hand, domination, through interlocking di- 
rectorates, by a small group.” 

Another time he said the issue was 
one of 

“an irresponsible autocratic fundamen- 
talism, the leaders who ‘speak distorted 


things to draw away disciples after them- 
selves.’ . . . This sinister power reaches 
into colleges, missions, local churches, 
encouraging dissent against faithful pas- 
tors, and it is responsible to no one. It 
seeks to persuade God’s people not to 
support a struggling committee for Na- 
tional Missions, directly responsible to the 
ministers and elders of a sound denom- 
ination, and it sets up a board, a close(d) 
corporation, responsible to no one, dom- 
inated by one man who controls great pow- 
er and influence.” 


They remembered also that McIntire’s 
group seeking “True Presbyterianism” 
had, in the past year, formed an Inde- 
pendent Board for Presbyterian Home 
Missions. Some men called this “‘con- 
tempt” of the Synod. Others used milder 
terms. Buswell reminded McIntire that 
the men serving the mission churches 
“who will be deprived of support because 
of the attack on the denominational com- 
mittee will suffer most.” The Collings- 
wood church had stopped its gifts to the 
BP National Missions Committee, 
amounting to one-fourth of its total re- 
ceipts, and had switched its support to 
the new independent committee. It was 
in connection with this step that division 
came to the Collingswood church. 


BP & Orthodox Origins... 


Many people today do not know the 
situation out of which the Bible and 
Orthodox Presbyterians came in 1936. 
The best factual story of this entire move- 
ment is told by Lefferts A. Loetscher in 
The Broadening Church, A Study of The- 
ological Issues in the Presbyterian 
Church Since 1869 (University of Penn- 
sylvania Press, 195 pp., $4.75). 

All too briefly, let it be said here that 
the long struggle in the Presbyterian 
Church, USA, came to its climax in the 
fundamentalist-modernist controversy of 
the 1920s and continued into the early 
30s. Much of it centered in the Prince- 
ton Seminary faculty and trustees. Fi- 
nally, the fundamentalist element, led by 
J. Gresham Machen, saw itself losing its 
power in the church at large and West- 
minster Seminary was organized in Phil- 
adelphia in 1929. Later, this same group 
formed an Independent Board for Pres- 
byterian Foreign Missions in 1933 be- 
cause they did not believe the USA Board 
to be doctrinally sound. 

This independent board proved to be 
the cause celebre in the long proceedings 
and continues to this day as a primary 
source of difficulty even with Bible Pres- 
byterians. The (USA) General Assem- 
bly of 1934 ordered that the independent 
board stop its work, that ministers and 
laymen terminate any relationship with 
it and that presbyteries take disciplinary 
action against any who failed to with- 
draw from it. 

In the central case of interest Dr. 
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Machen was suspended from the min- 
istry, followed by others, so that in June, 
1936, 34 ministers, 17 elders and 79 
laymen organized the Presbyterian 
Church of America, with Dr. Machen as 
the Assembly’s first Moderator. By 
November the church had drawn out a 
total of 106 ministers from the USA 
body. 

Historians looking at the long develop- 
ment differ in explaining the root causes. 
One able observer sees the outworking of 
the rigid theological and ecclesiastical 
positions of Professor B. B. Warfield of 
Princeton. Others are impressed by the 
fact that many of the extreme conserva- 
tives in the movement were premillen- 
nialists in their beliefs. 


Anyway, the new church did not last 
long as such. A split occurred in 1937 
which saw the Bible Presbyterian Church 
created. One of their men explains: 


“One of the causes of the division was 
the doctrine of eschatology [premillenial- 
ism]. Another was the question of the 
use of alcoholic beverages on the part of 
Christians [BPs were more strict on this 
point]. A deeper cause existed, however. 
It was one of attitude. Is it necessary for 
all to subscribe to the same point of view 
on every doctrine which a given group 
considers to be cardinal——G. Douglas 
Young, dean of Northwestern College and 
School of Theology. 


By 1939 the Presbyterian Church in 
America was not allowed by the courts 


to use that name, so it chose the present 
Orthodox name. ee 


To McIntire this development was in- 
credible. In amazement he cried: 


“I never dreamed that anything like 
this would come to Collingswood. We 
saw Charlotte divide, Grove City, Tacoma, 
Wilmington, and then we saw an effort 


made, a determined effort, to cause a 
sizable schism in the Collingswood 
church.” 


He discounts the fact that some pulled 
out but it is evident that he does not 
minimize the symptom of a deep trouble. 
Tom Cross, the National Missions ex- 
ecutive, he says, started it, and Buswell 
acted as pastor of the new church, though 
New Jersey Presbytery, dominated by 
McIntire and his group of elders (the 
Collingswood church has nine votes in 
the presbytery), would not recognize 
Buswell in the meeting nor hear the pe- 
tition of the Covenant church that was 
composed of 46 former Collingswood 
members. Even there the vote was close. 
If the new church and pastor were re- 
ceived, the control would be reversed. 

Leading member of the new group is 
McGregor Scott—the only New Jersey 
member of the board of the new synod- 
controlled college in St. Louis. McIntire 
hastens to point out, to show the evil 
working of any synod-controlled agency, 
that N. J. Presbytery has been ignored 
in its representation, that Mr. Scott is 
not a member of the synod because he 
withdrew from Collingswood and is a 
member of a church not affiliated with 
the presbytery. (Mr. Scott is a strong 
supporter of the Rayburn-Buswell 
group. ) 


ACC and ICCC Troubles 


Even in the American and Interna- 
tional Councils there have been evidences 
of trouble. Chief executives of both 
groups have quit in recent months: 
Francis A. Schaeffer of the ICCC and 
Miss Haines as a protest, both related 
to the Independent Foreign Missions 
Board; and Harllee Bordeaux of the 
ACC. 

BP leaders have charged McIntire with 
accepting ‘into the movement noted ex- 
tremists just because they are willing to 
make a lot of noise about separation. 
These persons have hurt the cause nation- 
ally and in several parts of the Interna- 
tional Council.” 

He was told in an open letter: 

“(You) are gradually alienating more 
and more persons and groups. (You) are 
stifling the movement which God used 
(you) to found, and (you) are making 
the names ACCC and ICCC even the very 
word ‘separation’ a stench in the American 
church world, fundamental world at that. 
(You) are not winning, but alienating— 
and it need not be. 

“For this reason many are openly, or 
in secret, repudiating not only your lead- 
ership but, far more tragically, are cool- 
ing off on their enthusiasm for the ACCC 
and ICCC... .If (members of the Synod) 
felt free to express themselves this is what 
you would hear. I feel free to express 

(Continued, next page) 








myself in view of the fact that I am not 
involved in any of your agencies.” 

The writer was G. Douglas Young. 

Despite a strong challenge to be in the 
St. Louis meeting, McIntire did not go 
and he tried to keep his sympathizers 
from going. James Miller, BP pastor, in 
Lemmon, South Dakota, was obviously 
skeptical that he would face that show- 
down, for he wrote him: 

“. . . Quite frankly, Carl, you are ex- 
hibiting yourself as a bully. You have 
done all you could to badger our synod 
since we met in St. Louis last year. Now 
you are afraid to have a real showdown. 
You felt free to thrash about and stir up 
dust when you thought you were winning; 
now you want to run for cover in Harvey 
Cedars. Apparently you can dish it out, 
but you can’t take it. If you fail to show 
up at the April meeting of synod, I, among 
others, will be sure that you are yellow. 
You will prove yourself a coward by sulk- 
ing in Collingswood. Come on out to 
synod and prove yourself to be a man, 
Carl. Perhaps you will be able to regain 
some of the respect you have lost in recent 
months.” 

But he didn’t go. The synod voted 
76-16 to repudiate him. 


What of the Future? 

How far-reaching the present difficulty 
will be is a subject of speculation. It is 
claimed that members of the faculties of 
Faith Seminary and Shelton College will 
be going to Covenant in St. Louis. Only 
member of the Faith faculty who has 
disagreed with McIntire in public is R. 
Laird Harris—who was elected Modera- 
tor of the recent St. Louis meeting! Both 
Buswell and Rayburn will be associated 
with Covenant. 

Whether this will mean a split in the 
BP church, resulting in still another 
“Presbyterian” faction is the major ques- 
tion. Some within the movement have 
said they see no way to avoid it. Some 
actually seem to be encouraging it—like 
MclIntire’s long-time counsel, Bennet. 

In a letter to Donald C. MacNair, St. 
Louis pastor, Bennet pointed out the logic 
of MacNair’s “ultimatum.” MacNair 
had written that if at the close of the St. 
Louis Synod meeting the control of the 
independent agencies had not been re- 
linquished by the McIntire group, 61 of 
his members in the St. Louis church “may 
withdraw from the BP Synod and they 
will be empowered also to invite any 
other churches of like mind to join” 
them. 

Bennet scoffs at such an idea: 
you really expect that we, who joined in 
the organization of these independent 
agencies and have helped to maintain 
them during all these years, would resign 
because 61 members of your church voted 
that we should resign ?” 

With an indication that he wished he 
had used his power long before to keep 
MacNair out of the ministry, he says: 

“I remember that I was at the meeting 
of the presbytery when you were taken 


under its care, but I never thought the 
things would develop into such a pass.” 


“Did . 


Second or Fourth Degree? 


For a good many years outsiders have 
seen as the logic of such separatist ten- 
dencies the probability that division after 
division would create more and more 
smaller bodies. Insisting upon uniformi- 
ty of thought or rigidity of policy or a 
dominating conception of “purity” of 
the church, these groups have made much 
of ‘‘second-degree separation.” Some of 
their critics have contended that this 
would finally become ‘“fourth-degree” 
separation where one individual has no 
dealings with anybody else. 

Most definite indication of what was 
happening came after the 1956 synod 
from the formation of the Bible Presby- 
terian Association which McIntire is 
leading. Among the first steps was a 
rally held in the Collingswood church in 
an effort to pull out individuals, churches 
and presbyteries to bolster up the ACC 
and ICCC. 


Now ... for Brotherhood 


It did not require a long memory to 
look back at the beginning of the present 
cycle. From the time in the 1930s when 
stout resistance was offered the Presby- 
terian, USA, Board of Foreign Missions 
to 1956 when the Bible Presbyterians’ 
agencies were riddled by their own people 
—the same ones who felt themselves to be 
leading a holy cause in the ’30s—the 
judgment of 20 years ago was being re- 
peated. McIntire now declares what he 
did not see then: 

“What do people think about individuals 
who upset things so in their denomina- 
tion that the whole separatist cause can 
be blamed when such is not necessary at 
all among Christian brethren who have 
love, confidence, and mutual concern for 


“The people in the grass roots in the 
churches are hurt.... 

“All of this was unnecessary and could 
have been avoided, had there been a spirit 
of brotherly love... .” 


No Recent Beginning 

This whirlwind, however, did not begin 
this year or last year or with some resolu- 
tions in Greenville, S. C. It began more 
than 20 years ago and those who now can 
see how disastrous such warfare is among 
Christian brethren should be able to re- 
member some fundamentals. Hayes T. 
Henry, who was purged from the board 
of trustees of Faith Seminary, is still loyal 
to the separatist BP principles, but there 
are meanings in his statement that he 
himself may not have recognized when 
he wrote: 

“I am a Bible Presbyterian and loyal to 
my church because I believe her and her 
boards to be loyal to Christ and his cause. 
I have no confidence in independent boards 
—least of all one such as the new home 
board which springs out of spite and 
schism. We see reason, restraint, justice 
and responsibility in a board controlled 
by synod. This is true Presbyterianism 
in being subject to our brethren in the 
Lord, and under this subjection we are 
most willing to labor.” 





Wilbur La Roe Says: 


Farm Bill. Why do we not face the 
fact that the biggest problem in the farm 
situation is the huge surplus? It is this 
unmanageable surplus that depresses 
farm prices. If we are a Christian nation 
why do we not give this surplus to na- 
tions whose millions of people are hun- 
gry? If it is our Christian duty to share 
with others less fortunate, why do we 
hesitate to share a surplus so big that 
it is a dangerous threat to our economy? 

British Gambling. One of the worst 
downward steps morally in recent times 
is the decision of the British government 
to help rescue itself from a financial pre- 
dicament by resorting to a lottery. Bonds 
costing $2.80 will be issued but each 
three months the holders of the lucky 
numbers will collect a gambling prize of 
$2,800. Governments should be fighting 
gambling instead of itself getting down 
on a level with the gamblers. 

The Flag Is Safe. Our national em- 
blem is safe for a few days, for the 
D.A.R. was recently in session in Wash- 
ington. The ladies voted to change the 
name of their Correct Use of the Flag 
Committee to Correct Use of the Flag of 
the United States of America Committee. 
This gives the communist flag not a 
chance. The Washington Post is still 
unsatisfied and suggests a better name, 
Correct Use of the Flag of the United 
States One Nation Indivisible Under God 
Committee. 

Relations with Russia. We have 
well-nigh surrounded Russia with mili- 
tary bases from which we could wipe out 
most of the cities of Russia in 24 hours. 
But this very fact makes it doubly neces- 
sary for us as a Christian nation to exert 
ourselves to the limit in the direction of 
peace. The possibility that the recent 
dramatic change in Russia represents a 
change toward a more democratic and less 
intransigent policy should be explored to 
the limit, even if we must do it with our 
fingers crossed. 
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No. 14 in a Series on the Christian Doctrine of Rewards 


V. Rewards in Eternity 


(a) What, No Mansion in the Sky? 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


R. ALINE McKENZIE of blessed 

memory shared an apartment with 
a D.C.E., the caretaker being an expert 
known (in this chronicle) as Hazel. The 
three of them met together every day for 
prayers, and it was Dr. McKenzie’s turn 
to read the Scripture. The passage for 
the day was from the book of Revelation, 
where it speaks of the street of pure 
gold, transparent as glass. Dr. McKen- 
zie thought it well to explain that this is 
symbolic language; that heaven is a home 
for spirits in spiritual bodies, and that 
gold (like the other gems and glories of 
the Apocalypse) is a symbol for all that 
is most precious in the spiritual world. 
Hazel became immediately alert. 

“You mean to say that ain’t real gold, 
Miss Aline?” 

“Well, no, not gold such as we have 
down here on the earth. This gold in 
heaven is something different and better.” 

“You mean it ain’t real gold like I got 
in my ring and my tooth?” 

“No, not that kind of gold, some- 
thing—”’ 

“Well, all I got to say is, if it ain’t 
real gold they’s goin’ to be a lot of people 
disappointed !” 

Hazel is not by herself in this world. 
A lot of people do think of heaven, and 
heaven’s rewards, in terms of the most 
material things of this world. A robe 
and a harp and a crown, maybe wings; 
how many people think of heaven in 
those terms! ‘Front seats in heaven,” 
the high-priced ones, the seats that ad- 
vertise the prestige of their occupants; 
everybody has heard of them. A once 
popular ‘“‘gospel song” had (as memory 
recalls it) the couplet: 

“How my full heart will praise him for 
the mercy, love and grace 

That prepared for me a mansion in the 

sky.” 
The writer has heard or read a homily 
in which a man goes to heaven and finds 
he has to live in a shack, while his poor 
neighbor from earth lives in a mansion. 


On his complaining to the Management, 
he is told: 


“We have to build your mansions here 
with the materials you send up. Your 
neighbor sent up many an unselfish deed 
while your actions were so selfish and 
shabby that by the time we salvaged what 
little good there was in them, there was 
nothing left but the stuff for this shack.” 


NE does not know whether that tale 
was meant to be taken literally, but 
there is little doubt that many people do 
think of heaven and the rewards there in 
the most baldly literal and physical fash- 
ion. Heaven is a place like this earth, 
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only much more beautiful, not to say 
gaudy; and on its golden street (if you 
are going to take Revelation literally, 
there is only one street) there are great 
mansions, one of which will have your 
name on the door-plate. (Incidentally, 
one wonders, how many people to a man- 
sion? Do families still live together, and 
if so, in whose name is the mansion? 
Problems like these must puzzle some 
people.) All this comes from one word, 
mistranslated “mansion” in the King 
James version of John 14:2. The Greek 
does not mean what we mean by “man- 
sion” today, and never did. In 1611 
when the King James Bible was new, 
“mansion” could mean “room” or ‘“‘apart- 
ment” and generally did. Today it means 
“big expensive house” which is not what 
Jesus meant. 

Now let us be sure of one thing: Chris- 
tians all believe that rewards in eternity 
are real, that they are just, and that those 
whe receive them will be well content. 

If a person’s mind is so constructed 
that he can’t think anything is real unless 
it is like Hazel’s gold tooth and gold 
ring, then maybe he should be left to 
dream of real gold in heaven. (This on 
the same principle that if a person can’t 
think of God at all without thinking of 
him dressed in a robe, wearing a beard, 


and sitting on a throne somewhere that 


you could photograph, then it’s better to 
think even of that sort of Santa-Claus 
God than not to have a God at all.) But 
we are speaking of what an adult, in- 
structed, spiritual-minded Christian has 
a right to think. We cannot give up be- 
lieving in a rewarding God without giv- 
ing up belief in the justice of God. But 
there are some childish ideas we may as 
well leave behind, and one of them is 
that rewards in eternity are material 
things like gold crowns, linen robes and 
solid mansions. 


OR ONE THING, heaven is not a 

reproduction of this life, in celestial 
technicolor. If it were, it would grow 
pretty tedious. For another thing, were 
it necessary to suppose that the figures 
of speech in Christian song and story 
must be taken literally, even a heaven 
of perpetual singing, with everybody 
carrying a harp and supplied with wings, 
would be tiresome enough in no time, 
while as for enduring it for eternity—. 
(Mark Twain riddled this notion in his 
“Captain Stormfield’s Visit to Heaven.’’) 

Furthermore, the heaven-life is going 
to last a long time. Do we actually sup- 
pose that when prizes are awarded we 
shall spend eternity as platform-sitters, 


holding our trophies in our laps? No- 
body really thinks that. Is heaven an 
auditorium, where everybody sits down 
and where front seats are at a premium? 
Nobody can seriously think that either. 
Most serious-minded people, when they 
think seriously, are somehow aware that 
the kind of heaven which is a fit home for 
God and his redeemed saints, is not the 
kind of place where silver cups and gold 
crowns are the sought-for rewards. We 
don’t know what it will be like; we have 
never taken a look at our souls and what 
a spiritual body may be like we do not 
know either. But we can be sure that 
material rewards are not the rewards of 
eternity. (Indeed, hell might be a sump- 
tuously-furnished hotel room where you 
would be forced to live with yourself for- 
ever and ever.) 


EVERTHELESS, let us stick to it: 

Rewards there will be. And they will 
not be all the same for everyone. This 
does not necessarily mean that God will 
pass out twice as much of something to 
one good person as to another only half 
as good. But if we remember that the 
very same reward, the very same experi- 
ence, here on earth, means different things 
to different people, perhaps it may be that 
the difference in rewards over yonder 
may lie precisely in men’s different ca- 
pacities of appreciation. “Enter thou 
into the joy of thy Lord” may be said 
to all alike; but not all are equally 
capable of sharing the joys of God. 

Be that as it may; one other thing is 
certain. We shall be content. A heaven, 
however arranged, in which it would be 
possible to be discontented, would be no 
heaven. That one should be proud of his 
greater reward and another bitter that 
his meed was small, is all too possible 
on earth. But if you, gentle reader, awake 
on some far shore, finding yourself in 
possession of some everlasting reward, 
and either are elated that you have been 
honored above your brothers, or envious 
that what you have won is so little, you 


may be sure you are not in heaven, after 
all. 





NEXT WEEK—Conclusion: 


Rewards in Eternity (b): The Weight 
of Glory 
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Hollingsworth, Augusta; D. A. McNeill, 
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merville; Stephen J. Sloop, Decatur; (E) 
Walter L. Jones, Rome; G. Warren Jack- 
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Savannah—(M) Harvey R. Overton, Jr., 
Hinesville; W. Samuel Crouch, (E) Geo. 
Blount, Lyons; W. L. Wiles, St. Simons. 

Southwest Georgia—(M) John R. Smith, 
Adel; T. B. McPheeters, Dawson; (E) W. 
D. Tarvin, Columbus; Shelby Pope, Thom- 
asville. 
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Bluestone—(™M) Norman K. Morgan, Pine- 
ville; Elwin H. Roberts, Bramwell; (E) 
Dr. W. P. Bittinger, Summerlee; A. R. 
Kingdon, Mullens. 

Greenbrier—(M) C. W. Rightmyer, Rich- 
wood; H. L. Willis, Huttonsville; (E) A. W. 
Boon, Union; James English, Parsons. 

Kanawha—(M) Frank M. Ryburn, South 
Charleston; Lewis V. Boyle, Charlton 
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British Baptist Numbers Up; 
Congregationalists Are Down 
Lonpon (RNS)—Baptist church mem- 
bership in Great Britain increased last 
vear for the first time in 30 years. 
This was disclosed in a report prepared 
for the annual assembly of the Baptist 
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Union of Great Britain and Ireland. It 
gives the total membership at the end of 
1955 as 326,633, an increase of 737 over 
the previous year’s figure of 325,896. 

Adult membership figures are approxi- 
mately the same now as 60 years ago, but 
there are 200,000 fewer Baptist children 
than there were then. 


Congregational church membership de- 
clined hy more than 78,000—or 26.2 per 
cent—in the past 20 years, according to 
a survey conducted by officials of the 
Congregation Union of England and 
Wales. 

The membership, which was 299,906 
in 1936, now stands at 221,370, the sur- 
vey showed. In the same period, the 
number of Congregational churches 
dropped from 3,531 to 3,085 and the 
number of ministers from 1,405 to 1,177. 

However, church leaders said they re- 
garded as even more serious the decline 
in the number of students at the nine 
Congregational theological seminaries 
from 346 to 231. 


Clergy-Psychiatrists 
Cooperation Is Needed 


MoNTREAL (RNS)—Priests and psy- 
chiatrists should work closely together 
to produce a more positive approach to 
religious teaching, Dr. Karl Stern, a 
Roman Catholic psychiatrist, said here. 

He told an audience of Catholic priests 
that the consciences of most people are 
dominated by a “fear of doing bad” 
rather than a “love of doing good.” 

“One of the greatest problems of our 
time,” Dr. Stern said, ‘is that our people, 
Catholics as well as Protestants, conceive 
morality as a negative thing. 

“They are much more afraid of doing 
bad than having a desire to do some- 
thing good. This attitude makes many 
people ripe for nervous inhibitions and 
complexes. 

“It should be recognized that many 
errors have been produced as a result 
of this attitude in the religious training 
of our children.” 


Dr. Stern said priests and psychiatrists, 
in their respective moral and medical 
fields, often are presented with neurotic 
cases which require the cooperation of 
both if the individual is to be returned 
to a normal, happy life. 

He added that priests often are faced 
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in the confessional with a case requiring 
more psychiatric and psychoanalytic 
treatment than religious or moral direc- 
tion. 

The most frequent cases are of exces- 
sive scruples and nervous depression, 
usually associated with severe feelings 
of guilt bordering on the morbid, Dr. 
Stern said. 

He said it was frequently difficult for 
a priest to decide whether the parishioner 
needed medical treatment or religious 
orientation, but one way was to establish 
the extent of sin as compared to the feel- 
ings of guilt expressed. 
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EXCHANGE OR SUPPLY 

Charlotte, N. C., South Park ch, 210 mbs, 
suburban, 1 svs; located near parks; near 
mountains. Manse excg. (new manse). 
Prefer northeast or Great Lakes, Minn., 
or Wise. 2-4 Sundays. Hugh M. Jefferson, 
226 Marsh Rd., Charlotte 3, N.C. 

Pinellas Park, Fla., First ch, 170 mbs, 
1 svs and W’min Fellowship 7:30 p.m. 
Manse excg. Prefer mountains or city; 4 
Aug. Sundays. H. H. Brown, Park Blvd. 
& 62 St., Pineallas Park, Fla. 

Amite, La., 2 churches ,75 & 100 mbs; 9 
& 11 a.m. svs; 75 miles to New Orleans; 
fresh water fishing and swimming. 2-3 
Sundays from July 22. Prefer: Ark., Mo., 
Okla., Tex. Walter Swetnam, 414 Duncan 
Ave., Amite, La. 

Chariton Heights, W. Va., Falls View ch, 
175 mbs, 1 svs; 35 mi. east of Charleston; 
40 mi. to 3 state parks; 4, July or Aug. 
Sundays. Manse excg. (new manse, 3 bed- 
rooms and vegetable garden). Lewis V. 
Boyle, Charlton Heights, W. Va. 


NEED SUPPLY 


Berwyn, Pa., Trinity ch, 406 mbs, subur- 
ban, near Valley Forge; 1 svs, Aug. 5, 12, 
26. John H. Seott, Main & Berwyn Aves., 
Berwyn, Pa. 

Manassas, Va., USA ch, 
Sundays (any or all). 
Svs. Robt. D. 
Manassas, Va. 

Fernandina Beach, Fla., 1st ch, 210 mbs, 1 
svs, honorarium. July 8-29; surf bathing 
and fishing; historic spots. Raymond G. 
Wickersham, Fernandina Beach, Fla. 


178 mbs, July 
Manse provided. 1 
Baynum, 205 N. Main St., 


WISH TO SUPPLY 

S’West or West during July. Wallace 
W. Gibbs, 100-40 196th St., Hollis 23, N. Y., 
Hollis Presbyterian ch, 1060 mbs. 

Gulfport, Miss., area, Aug. 5, 12; (also 
Miami, Fla., Aug. 19). Howard Ruppelt, 
163 N. 4th St., Middleport, Ohio, First Pres- 
byterian 270 mbs. 

N. Y. State or Midwest, 4 Aug. Sundays. 
W. H. Winch, Lees Jr. College, Jackson, 

y- 

Fla.: B. F. Ferguson, Pageland, S. C., 
145 mbs, wishes to supply on 4 August 
Sundays. 





Bound together by the harsh necessities 
of prairie life in the nineteenth 
century—held apart by jealousy and 
bitterness—the Danish Settlers in the 
Dakotas face the compelling realities of 
life in this authentic, intriguing story. 


SHADOW OF THE ROCK 


By Gina Norgaard $3.75 at all 


book stores 
Have you read 


The Troubled Heart? 
MUHLENBERG PRESS © PHILADELPHIA 





MAY 7, 1956 


MOVIE OF THE MONTH* 


Richard Ill 


In October 1946, we selected HENRY V 
as the Picture of the Month and called it 
a masterpiece. This was also true of 
HAMLET, in October 1948, which was 
an equally enthusiastic choice. Now we 
are overawed by the London Films pres- 
entation of RicHArp III (Released by 
Lopert Films Distributing Corporation) 
and are at a loss to find adequate expres- 
sion for our unbounded admiration. 

This magnificent historical drama so 
sumptuously produced, brilliantly direct- 
ed and admirably acted by Sir Laurence 
Olivier marks a new achievement in the 
alliance of the great classics and the 
screen. Because of the visual possibili- 
ties of this medium, Shakespeare’s drama 
is enlarged in its scope and the mobility 
of the camera enables the audience to 
follow the characters about from one set- 
ting to another without loss of continuity. 

Richard III is a play with long 
stretches of dialogue but Olivier has been 
very skillful in editing here, enlarging 
there, introducing episodes which were 
cnly mentioned in the original drama. 
This works for keener interest. Some of 
the actions of Richard of Gloucester are 
explained by this arch-villain who, to 
quote from Thomas Gray, literally 
“waded through slaughter to a throne.” 





*Rated by the Protestant Motion Picture 
Council. 


He takes the audience in his confidence 
by sharing his evil plots in occasional 
soliloquies which are among the high- 
lights of the play, revealing the cunning 
evil, murderous intent and insatiable am- 
bition of the man. 

At the death of his brother, King Ed- 
ward IV, he sets his plans to remove from 
his path all those who, in rightful suc- 
cession, would prevent him from gaining 
the crown. We witness the execution of 
all these murderous deeds until, at the 
battle of Bosworth, he is deliberately 
killed by the soldiers he had forced onto 
the bloody battlefield. This is an his- 
torical touch which changes the ending 
Shakespeare has given his drama, when 
he showed Richard dying in a duel with 
the Duke of Richmond. 

Laurence Olivier’s characterization of 
the hunchback, misshapen man is cynical, 
ruthless, with occasional semi-humorous 
subtlety and evil charm, ingratiating with 
those to be influenced and, at all times, 
obviously wicked to the beholder. 

While Richard is the center character 
and nearly always present, a brilliant cast 


takes equally important parts. Such 
famous Shakespearian actors as John 
Gielgud, Ralph Richardson, Cedric 


Hardwicke and a large roster of well- 
known stage and screen artists contribute 
their significant share to the whole drama. 
Claire Bloom is the beautiful Lady Anne 
who is practically mesmerized into marry- 
ing Richard after he has killed her hus- 
band. Pamela Brown is a silent but 
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facially expressive Jane Shore, to men- 
tion only two of the beautiful ladies in the 
royal entourage. 

Visually, the film is splendid. Vista- 
vision gives large perspective to outdoor 
and battle scenes—the latter being es- 
pecially notable. Technicolor endows all 
courtly settings, the elaborate costuming 
and trappings of the times with a richness 
of tones usually shown in the vivid 
French and Flemish paintings of the 
Renaissance. The musical backgrounds 
by the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra add 
greater lustre to an already brilliant pro- 
duction which is truly epochal in cine- 
matic art. FOR: Adults, young people. 


THE COURT JESTER (Dena Produc- 
tion. Paramount). From the moment 
Danny Kaye, in a resplendent court- 
jester costume, with his winsome smile 
and with the help of a lively tune, ap- 
pears on the screen to introduce the 
names of all those who have contributed 
their talents and skills to this elaborate 
Dena Production which Paramount pre- 
sents, one is immediately set in a mood of 
pleasant expectation. In his inimitable 
manner, he gives some of the high points 
of the plot, suggests the characteristics of 
both heroes and villains and it is the 
easiest thing in the world to become a 
participant of this delightful farce-comedy 
of the days of throne usurpers, court in- 
trigues, secret bands in Robin Hood style 
who hide in the forests, save the day 
and restore the rightful heir to the throne. 
A joyous, rollicking film which entertains 
from its first minute to the final drop of 
the villains in the moat, this fantastic 
story is set in 12th Century England but 
might be at any post-medieval period in 
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any real or mythical 
Family. 


THE MAN WHO NEVER WAS (Twen- 
tieth Century-Fox). A very tense drama 
based on the novel by Ewen Montagu 
which presented in fiction form some of 
the events of World War II. A fantastic 
plot is devised by some British Navy 
Intelligence officers to make the enemy 
believe that an invasion of Southern 
Europe will take place in another area 
than at the actual landing projected. 
While this story unfolds with precision 
and has some grim aspects, it never be- 
comes gruesome as it develops intelligent- 
ly, plausibly, carefully and even scientifi- 
cally. The use of a dead body is part of 
the scheme but it is treated with respect 
and a scene during which the father of 
the deceased dedicates his remains to the 
eause of his country’s welfare is full of 
dignity and beautifully restrained emo- 
tionally. All acting is superb, on a par 
with the story. There are a few moments 
of needed mild humor. Suspense is ever 
present. Many London and English back- 
grounds offer special interest and add to 


kingdom. For: 


the feeling of authenticity. For: Adults, 
young people. 
LAND OF THE BIBLE (Twentieth 


Century Fox). An excellent and beautiful 
Technicolor documentary, with a fine 
commentary narrated by Norman Rose, 
focusses attention to the settings of three 
world religions, Christianity, Judaism and 
Mohammendanism. It shows an _ up-to- 
date picture of the contemporary develop- 
ment of the land of Israel, with a new 
nation looking hopefully to the future 
through the combined efforts of those who 
have come from far and near to claim 
their promised land. For: Family. 


LOVERS AND LOLLIPOPS (Myer F. 
Beck Release). A romantic comedy which 
is also a human interest story and a study 
in child behavior. It follows the whole- 
some completely natural and normal 
unfolding of events in the life of a self- 
assured seven-year-old girl and her at- 
titude toward a personable bachelor who 
threatens her supremacy in the affection 
and attention of her widowed mother. 
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The world in which they move is New 
York City and the equivalent of a tour of 
its parks, zoo, Statue of Liberty, beaches,, 
museums is given in a pleasant way. Black 
and white photography, without arti- 
ficiality, prevails throughout. Well direct- 
ed and naturally acted, especially by the 
child. For: Family. 

RANSOM (MGM). In this gripping 
drama, a father weighs the chances of 
getting his kidnapped son back unharmed, 
facing the rightness of his decision not to 
pay the ransom demanded by the child’s 
abductors. With everyone, including his 
wife, against him, he fights single-handed. 
Only the comfort and prayerful faith of 
his Negro servant gives him support. 
There are some fine distinctions in ethical 
values in this highly emotional story. The 
father has the courage to choose a course 
of action for the ultimate good of all with 
the possibility of the greatest sacrifice on 
his part. Acting is of the highest quality 
from the entire cast, even the loss of his 
son. The “fearful decision” proves to be 
the right one but we are led to believe that 
kidnappers go unpunished. For: Adults, 
mature young people. 


Turn Liability to Asset 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. (RNS)—A local 
denominational official has suggested that 
churches sponsor Saturday evening weath- 
er forecasts over radio and television sta- 
tions to stimulate Sunday church attend- 
ance. 

The proposal was made by O. H. Hove, 
public relations director of the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church and chairman 
of Lutheran Television Associates. 

He took issue with an Oklahoma City 
Methodist minister, Earl N. Dorff, who 
recently contended that weather broad- 
casts “do more to hurt church attendance 
than measles or the flu.” Mr. Dorff said 
that weather broadcasters and telecasters 
ought to “go into hiding” every Saturday. 

Mr. Hove believes that certain appro- 
priate religious truths might be inter- 
mingled with church-sponsored weather 
forecasts. 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES—Up to 30 words for $3.00 (mini- 

mum per insertion.) Ten cents for each 
additicnal word and initial, including ad- 
dress. Payment must accompany all orders. 
DISCOU rid for 3 insertions, shea 6 inser- 
tions, 15% 











; 12 insertions, 20% 


HELP WANTED 





WANTED—DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN 

EDUCATION, young, growing Presbyte- 
rian Church in South Carolina desires 
capable director of Christian Education, 
new and excellent facilities, eager and en- 
thusiastic group to work with, complete 
details to interested party. Address Box 
H-9, c/o Presby terian Outlook. 


CAPABLE SECRETARY wanted for min- 

ister of large Presbyterian church in 
Florida. Position open now. State age, 
education, and experience, to Box F-3, c/o 
Presbyterian Outlook. 





NEW YORK 

SUBLET, furnished two bedroom apart- 
ment, fully equipped kitchen, overlooking 
Hudson River, 18lst and Haven Avenue, 
Manhatten, 10 minutes from Union Sem- 
inary, for June, July, and August. Rent 
$125 per month (regular rent $135 unfur- 
nished). In building less than 5 years old, 
quiet neighborhood, garage in building, 
playground near, automatic laundry in 
basement, easy access to subway and bus. 
Cross ventilation in both bedrooms. Rich- 
ard R. Gilbert, Room 411, 156 Fifth Ave. 
New York 10. N. Y. 
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A CHURCH WITH CONCERN 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for May 20, 1956 
Acts 11:19—12:24. Print 11:19-30 


Antioch stood at the northeast corner 
of the Mediterranean, where the great 
caravans from the East met the mer- 
chant vessels from the West. With a 
population of a half-million, it was the 
third largest city in the Roman world, 
the capital of the province of Syria, cos- 
mopolitan in the highest degree, wealthy, 
luxury loving, and licentious. Roman 
wealth, Greek aestheticism (love of the 
beautiful), and Oriental luxury combined 
to make it one of the most beautiful and 
fascinating cities in the world, but also 
one of the foulest and most depraved. 
Its fabulous amusement center, the Grove 
of Daphne, was so wicked and immoral 
that the word “Daphne” became a syn- 
onym for all that was evil. Soldiers who 
visited it, even on furlough, were im- 
mediately dismissed from the army. When 
the satirist, Juvenal, wanted to sum up 
in one line the moral degradation of 
Rome, the most scornful reproach he 
could conceive was that the “Syrian 
Orontes (the river on whose bank Antioch 
was situated) has flowed into the Tiber.” 


1. Accepts Brotherhood 


Here in Antioch something ‘‘new under 
the sun” occurred. The earliest Chris- 
tians were all Jews, and as they scattered 
out from Jerusalem they had shared the 
good news about Jesus only with Jews. 
If an occasional Gentile (that is, non- 
Jew) became a Christian, he was expected 
to become a Jew first. Peter, it is true, 
had discovered that God was no respecter 
of persons and had baptized Cornelius, 
a Gentile, but this had happened under 
very unusual circumstances and was not 
regarded as a precedent even by Peter. 
Here at Antioch, on the other hand, Jew- 
ish Christians told the Gentiles also about 
Jesus, and many of them believed and 
came into the church with no thought of 
becoming Jews. Nothing like this had 
ever happened before. For Jews and Gen- 
tiles to sit down at the table together at 
their love feasts and when they observed 
the Lord’s Supper; to visit in one an- 
other’s homes and to regard one another 
as brothers in Christ; to recognize that 
no man was better than another because 
of his race was something few had ever 
dreamed about before Jesus came into the 
world, and something that had not been 
seen even then until it happened at An- 
tioch. 

When the church at Jerusalem heard 
about it they sent Barnabas to investigate. 
Never in all his life had he associated 
with Gentiles, for social intercourse be- 
tween Jew and Gentile was tabooed in 
Palestine then, as rigorously as is social 
intercourse today between whites and 
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blacks in the deepest South; it wasn’t 
easy for him to shed old prejudices which 
had become a part of him (any more 
than it is for us), but Luke tells us that 
when “he came and saw the grace of 
God (i.e., what the love of God mani- 
fested in Christ had accomplished) he 
was glad; and he exhorted them all to 
remain faithful to the Lord with stead- 
fast purpose.” Evidently Barnabas saw 
that it would not be easy to resist the 
pressure of the world, to resist the pres- 
sure that would be brought to bear upon 
them from many even in the church. 
Barnabas was able to rejoice in this new 
manifestation of Christian brotherhood, 
because, as we are distinctly told, “he was 
a good man (otherwise he would not have 
seen the good in other men against whom 
he had been so long prejudiced), full of 
the Holy Spirit (manifested here by his 
willingness to reexamine his old preju- 
dices in the light of the gospel, and in 
the presence of a new situation or as we 
might say, to follow the leadings of the 
Spirit in this new and novel situation) 
and of faith (faith here to see that God 
could work in unexpected ways).” 

So Barnabas not only approved this 
experiment in Antioch but stayed on to 
help. As a result of his words and even 
more, it would appear, of his example, 
“a large company was added to the 
Lord.” 

Not only did Barnabas rejoice in what 
had been accomplished and proceed to 
throw himself into the work, but he also 
recognized the future importance of An- 
tioch, and with true insight, which 
amounted almost to inspiration, he went 
forth to Tarsus and sought out Saul, who 
for nine years had been Jaboring as an 
obscure home missionary in the prov- 
inces of Syria and Cilicia. Barnabas, 
with that understanding of human nature 
which was his peculiar gift, recognized 
that Saul was the one man who was 
needed in Antioch, and perhaps also that 
Saul needed a larger opportunity if he 
was to make his full contribution to the 
cause of Christ. He went in person to 
Tarsus, found Saul and brought him to 
the metropolis. The two men labored 
together for a whole year and taught 
many people. 


Il. Become Christians 

The order of the clauses is significant: 
“For a whole year they met with the 
church and taught a large company of 
people; and in Antioch the disciples were 
for the first time called Christians.” 

The followers of Christ, as we discover 
from a careful reading of the Acts, were 
called by a variety of names before and 


after this time: “disciples” (i.e., learn- 
ers), “believers,” “brethren,” “saints,” 
(i.e., those who were consecrated to the 
service of Christ), “those of the Way” 
(see Acts 1:15; 5:14; 6:1; 9:2,32). 
Gentiles in Antioch coined the name that 
was to supersede all others—‘Chris- 
tians.” Some take this to be an illustra- 
tion of the proverbial wit of the inhabi- 
tants of Antioch, and hold that the name 
was used first in ridicule, as the name 
Methodist was once used of Wesley and 
his followers. It may be so, but whatever 
prompted the use of the name, it is, in 
fact, a tribute, even though an undesigned 
one, to the lives of the followers of Jesus 
in Antioch. Nothing like this movement 
had ever been seen before; nothing else 
had been able to break down the barriers 
—racial, social, economic and religious— 
that divided the society of ancient Rome 
and to bind men of diverse origin and 
status into a genuine brotherhood of man. 

What was it that the adherents of this 
faith had in common? Only one thing. 
It was Jesus the Christ, acknowledged as 
Savior and Lord. He was at the center 
of their life. It was he who had drawn 
them together, these Jews and Gentiles, 
who heretofore had been so far apart. Di- 
verse in other respects, they were one in 
him. Their life centered in Jesus as the 
Christ; of him they spoke, for him they 
lived. It was not long until the people 
of Antioch discovered this fact, so they 
called them Christians. This is the first 
indication that we have of the impression 
that the church began to make on the 
Graeco-Roman world, when it forsook its 
early Jewish exclusiveness. The people 
of Antioch saw very plainly that they 
were Christ’s men. It is not without 
significance that it was here in Antioch, 
where for the first time it was demon- 
strated that men of diverse backgrounds 
could become one in Christ that disciples 
of Jesus were first called Christians. 
It is the one name today that Methodists, 
Baptists, Presbyterians, Episcopalians, 
Pentecostal Holiness and Roman Catho- 
lics all hold in common, the one name 
that points men to the source of our life 
and of our loyalty. 


Has the church continued to follow the 
lead of the church in Antioch—to put 
Christ at the center of its life—to bind 
men of diverse origin into a true brother- 
hood centering about him? Not alto- 
gether. Older churches in America have 
not succeeded very well in assimilating 
later immigrants to our shores. Our own 
Presbyterian Church is a middle class 
church and does not attract the masses 
of the people. Newer sects like the Naza- 
renes and the Church of God are grow- 
ing rapidly because they offer Christian 
fellowship to people who do not feel at 
home in the older, more mature churches. 
The church is divided not only on social 
but also on racial lines. There are 250 
denominations in the United States and 
too often men think of us as Presbyte- 
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rians, Methodists, Roman Catholics and 
the like, rather than as Christians. The 
ideal is for the church to reach out and 
to bring all men within a circle whose 
center and circumference is Christ. Is 
it possible, do you think, to realize this 
ideal? If not, how can the church claim 
that it has the secret of human brother- 
hood, the Good News that will heal the 
hurt of the world? If so, how? 


lll. Care for the Needy 

The love which Jesus released in the 
hearts of men broke down the barriers 
that separated men from thir fellowmen; 
it also widened their sympathies for the 
physical needs of men. 

While Barnabas and Paul were in An- 
tioch news came of a famine that was 
spreading through the world, of people 
who were hungry not some of the time 
but all of the time. The Christians in 
Antioch took up a collection, each man 
giving as he was able, and sent it by 
Barnabas and Paul to help their fellow 
Christians in Jerusalem. That seems a 
little thing to us now, but it was something 
new then—people giving money to help 
people whom they had not seen, whom 
they did not know, most of whom be- 
longed to another race in another part of 
the world. 

As the church spread through the Ro- 
man empire the spirit manifested here 
likewise spread. Christians gave mate- 
rial aid to their fellow-Christians, wher- 
ever they might be. A hundred years after 
this particular episode we find Lucian, a 
pagan and one of the most popular 
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writers of his day, ridiculing the Chris- 
tians for their foolish generosity toward 
men who had no other claim on them 
except that they were “brothers” in 
Christ. “These poor men,” Julian wrote, 
“have persuaded themselves that they 
are going to be immortal and live for- 
ever. Morever their law giver, that cruci- 
fied Sophist, persuaded them that they 
were all brethren. Therefore they despise 
all things and hold everything in com- 
mon.” But the people generally said, 
“Behold, how those Christians love one 
another,” and it was this that they re- 
ferred to. It was this practical demon- 
stration of the Christian life which, as 
much as anything else, explains the rapid 
growth of the Christian church and its 
final conquest of the Roman Empire. 
Such was the verdict of Julian, the apos- 
tate emperor, who, after the empire had 
become Christian, attempted unsuccess- 
fully to turn the clock backward. “The 
Jews,” he wrote to a friend, “do not 
allow any of their own people to become 
beggars, and the Christians support not 
only their own, but also our poor, but we 
[ pagans | leave ours unhelped. It is mat- 
ters like this, which have contributed 
most to the spread of Christianity.” 


The charitable system of the church 
was so fully developed by the beginning 
of the fourth century that Constantine, 
the first Christian emperor, gave to the 
church the responsibility of caring for 
all the poor, the sick and the needy in 
the Roman Empire; and for the first time 
in the history of the world there was a 
systematic effort made to care for all of 
those who were in want. Out of this 
effort came our hospitals, our asylums, 
our homes for orphans and the like, al- 
most all the great benevolent institutions 
of our time. 


3eing a Christian in Antioch meant 
more than talking about Christ; it meant 
trying to live like Christ; it meant shed- 
ding old prejudices; it meant a willing- 
ness to share with men who were in need. 
What about today? In a recent issue 
of the Saturday Review, Harrison Brown 
wrote: 
“Unfortunately most of us have not seen 


the world that exists outside of Western 
civilization. We have not seen the misery, 
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the debility brought by malaria and in. 
testinal parasites, the malnutrition which 
is so widespread that the average Asian 
child of 15 is four inches shorter than 
children of his same age and race who 
are fortunate enough to be born in Amer. 
ica. Nor have we seen the famine which 
drives men to eat bark, the mud huts with 
15 persons sleeping on a dirt floor in one 
room, the ever-present death which kills 
one out of five babies during the first year 
—yet they are rules rather than excep- 
tions.” 

The vast majority of the people of the 
world today live in poverty and misery. 
They know it and they don’t like it. To 
Trygve Lie, former secretary general of 
the United Nations, that is the most im- 
portant fact in today’s troubled world. 
Most important because, not liking it, 
they are determined to do something 
about it. And to many of them the com- 
munist system seems to offer more hope 
than the capitalistic system. Walter 
Lippmann says: 

“For the Soviet Union is the living ex- 
ample to the undeveloped countries of the 
world of how a backward country can be 
industrialized rapidly. In the ideological 
rivalry we are handicapped because liberal 
democracy is an inordinately difficult form 
of government, one for which almost none 
of the countries of the great upheaval is 
prepared. And we are handicapped too 
because the American capitalist economy 
has been created on a fabulously rich, vir- 
tually uninhabited continent, and over a 
period of two centuries. For an Asian or 
an African who is in a hurry the Russians 
have the easier formula for getting rich 
quick.” 


It seems to be generally agreed that the 
cold war has now entered upon a new 
phase. The emphasis has come to be 
centered on economic competition. The 
end is not charity but aids to produc- 
tion. Common sense, our own selfish in- 
terest, if nothing else, bids us to be con- 
cerned about foreign aid. 


But Christian citizens have a deeper 
motive. That impulse which led the 
church at Antioch to give as they were 
able, to relieve the needs of their fellow- 
Christians in Jerusalem—that benevolent 
program that spread through the Roman 
Empire along with the church, was a 
motive inspired by Jesus, who said, “As 
vou did it to one of the least of these my 
brethren, you did it to me” (Mt. 25:40). 


Being a Christian in Antioch meant 
something else again: not only shedding 
old prejudices, not only sharing mate- 
rially, but also sharing spiritually. This 
church in Antioch was the first to accept 
the responsibility of sending out repre- 
sentatives to tell men who had _ never 
heard the good news of salvation through 
Christ. The story is told us in Acts 13 
and we shall return to it next week. But 
let us not forget that for each of these 
reasons it is significant that the disciples 
were called Christians—first—in Antioch. 

Lesson theme and scripture copyrizhted by the Divi- 


vision of Education, National Council of Churches. Scrip 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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CHANGES 

Wesley P. Miles from Huntington, Long 
Island, to First church, Geneva, N. Y. 

John G. Viser, on furlough from Brazil, 
to Mission Court, 1204 Rennie Ave., Rich- 
mond 27, Va. 

J. F. Austin from Durant, Okla., to 1500 
Everglade, Odessa, Texas, where he is 
El Paso Presbytery’s Director of Christian 
Education. 

Francis J. Brooke, Jr., is temporary 
supply of the Second church, 5321 Rolfe 
Ave., Norfolk 8, Va. 

John W. Eckerson, formerly of Laurel, 
Md., is the new pastor of the Pine Hills 
church, Orlando, Fla. 

Virgil P. Cruz, who will graduate from 
Pittsburgh-Xenia Seminary this year, has 
been called to Hebron United Presby- 
terian church, near Glens Falls, N. Y. He 
is the first Negro in the history of the 
U. P. Church to be called to an all-white 
congregation. 

Lawrence F. Sthreshiey, Jr., Squires 
Memorial church, Norfolk, Va., has ac: 
cepted a call to the Tims Memorial 
church, Lutz, Fla., effective June 1. 

Frederick W. Ingle from York, Ala., to 
the Hamill Road church, Hixson, Tenn. 

A. A. McLean from Lutz, Fla., to Box 
109, Montreat, N. C. 

W. H. Matheson from the Gilwood 
church, Concord, N. C., to the Clinchfield 
church, Box 28, Marion, N. C., May 10. 

Joel E. May, who has been minister of 
education in the First church, San An- 
tonio, Texas, is to become associate 
minister of the same church with re- 
sponsibility for administration and edu- 
cation. 

Byron L. Milton, Midway, Ky., will 
become director of the Larger Parish of 
Piedmont Presbytery, Anderson, S. C. 

Roland W. Scott, Nagpur, India, will 
succeed A. Russell Stevenson as execu- 
tive secretary for the missionary pro- 
gram in southern Asia and the Near 
East under the National Council of 
Churches’ Division of Foreign Missions. 
Mr. Stevenson will become head of refu- 
gee relief and rehabilitation in Asia and 
other non-European areas for Church 
World Service. 
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C. Harry Atkinson, who has directed the 
National Council of Churches’ bureau of 
church building, has joined the staff of 
the Christian Herald. 


TRAVEL 

Everett P. Moye, First church, Moores- 
ville, N. C., and his family will enter into 
an exchange with Robert Paterson and 
family of King’s Park Parish Church, 
Glasgow, Scotland, June 24-Aug. 12. 


DEATHS 

John S. Davis, 78, died in Gulfport, 
Miss., March 31. His last active pastoral 
service was in the Cordele and Cuthbert, 
Ga., churches. 


ASHLIN WHITE LECTURES 

James | McCord, Austin Seminary pro- 
fessor, has been named the Ashlin White 
Bible lecturer by the First church, Moores- 
ville, N. C., for next fall. 


FROM JAPAN 

Michio Kozaki, chairman of the National 
Christian Council of Japan, will be in 
this country Aug. 31-Sept. 7 attending the 
convention of the Evangelical and Re- 
formed Church at Lancaster, Pa. 


BOOKS PUBLISHED 

Among recent books published, or soon 
to be, for Presbyterian authors are these: 

The Evxistentialists and God, by Arthur 
C. Cochrane of Dubuque Seminary, West- 
minster Press. 

John Dewey’s Thought and its Implica- 
tions for Christian Education, Manford G. 
Gutzke, Columbia Seminary professor; 
King’s Crown Press, Columbia University, 
i # 

To Whom Shall We Go? by the late 
Donald M. Baillie of St. Andrews of Scot- 
land. Chas. Scribner’s Sons, N. Y. To be 
published May 23. 


The Significance of the Church, by Ro} 
ert McAfee Brown, Union Seminary, New 
York. Laymans Theological Library, West: 
minster Press, Philadelphia. 

The Holy Spirit in Christian Theology, 
by Geo. S. Hendry of Princeton Seminary, 
Westminster Press, Philadelphia. 

Mission: USA, by James W. Hoffman of 
Presbyterian Life. Friendship Press, N.Y, 
To be published: June 4. 

The Virgin Mary, by Giovanni Miegge, 
Waldensian faculty, Rome (foreword: 
John A. Mackay), Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia. 

The Cross in the Old Testament, by the 
late H. Wheeler Robinson of Oxford. West- 
minster Press, Philadelphia. 

Adventurous Preaching, by Jas. H. Rob 
inson, Church of the Master, N. Y. These 
are the Lyman Beecher lectures delivered 
at Yale. Channel Press, Great Neck, N. Y, 

The Presbyterian Enterprise (sources of 
American Presbyterian history), by Mau- 
rice W. Armstrong, Lefferts A. Loetscher, 
Chas. A. Anderson. Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia. 

Beauty Is Everywhere, by Margaret V. 
(Mrs. Ronald S.) Wilson. Christopher 
Publishing House, Boston. 


Principles and Practice of Preaching, by 
Ilion T. Jones, San Francisco Theological 
Seminary faculty. Abingdon Press. 

aa * * 

Prayer is the mightiest thing put into 
human hands. If we know how to pray, 
nothing is impossible to us. Prayer 
should be a thing of plan and purpose as 
well as impulse. The power to pray and 
the power to teach others to pray, is en- 
tirely dependent on the depth of the 
spiritual life—RoBert E. SPEER. 
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